
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BORNEO RIVER 

ADVENTURE  
Survey wildlife, restore rainforests, connect with community  
 

 
 
Introduction  
 
Situated along the Lower Kinabatangan, this program offers 
students an unparalleled opportunity to view some of Borneoôs 
unique wildlife including key endangered species such as 
orangutans, proboscis monkeys, pygmy elephants, crocodiles 
and many endemic birds whilst actively participating in on -going 
conservation projects to link fragmented forests along the river 
banks and census key species. This river ecosystem features 
tropical rainforest, floodplain forest and mangroves, featuring 
many indigenous flora including diverse species of dipterocarps, 
ficus, vines and medicinal plants.   

 
 
Students learn the skill of behavioural observation of 
orangutans at the world famous Sepilok Rehabilitation Centre 
and develop a basic understanding of the composition of 
alluvial floodplain and swamp forests at the Rainforest 

Discovery Centre, before 
travelling to the River itself 
where they will apply their learning to the 
ecosystem in a holistic way bringing together animals, 
habitat and the human players that impact thi s 
breathtaking area. Each student will become a stakeholder 
in the project by helping in replanting to link fragmented 
forests and using GPS to record and census key 
endangered species. All of this leading to a new level of 
understanding that can be applied to conservation 
situations and threatened ecosystems the world over. 



 

 

 
Programme : 
5 days, 4 nights 
 
Day 1 See Orangutans feeding  
Sandakan is the picturesque town by the Sulu Sea, the 
gateway to the Sulu-Sulawesi Marine Eco-region (SSME), 
the Corridor of Life (CoL) and the Heart of Borneo (HoB).  
All terms coined by WWF and State Governments in an 
effort to outline the importance of the said areas, 
implement intense conservation efforts and enforcement of 
protection policies. 
 
You will arrive in Sandakan and launch your adventure with 
a visit to the world famous Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation 
centre.  Your initiation as a wildlife observer will begin with a 
practical lesson in scientific wildlife observation methods and 
the classroom will be part of a 5,6 66-hectare rainforest 
reserve. 

 
      
Day 2   Lets go wildlife spotting  
To graduate to the second level of becoming a qualified wildlife observer, we will venture 
deeper into the heart of the mysterious rainforests of Borneo, where our project site is 
situated in the Corridor of Life.  Here, you will be introduced to the use of gadgets and a 
slew of datasheets that conservationists use in their daily work.  Feel the adrenalin rush 
when you see your first wild orangutan, as you watch the mother proboscis  monkey protect 
its baby, as the pygmy elephant swims across the tributariesé 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3  Interpreting the jungle  
Another exhilarating day awaits you as you learn 
the ropes of in-situ conservation, explore the 
alluvial floodplain jungles and understand the 
complex biodiversity realm of the tropical jungles 
on a river floodplain. You will understand the 
importance of this waterway, with its origins in 
the Heart of Borneo, in feeding Sabah, ñLand 
Below the Windò and the marine eco-region.  As 
part of a la rger rainforest conservation team, you 
will first be exposed to testing techniques, then 
breaking into teams, you will carry out scientific 
testing of various environmental indicators.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4 I want to grow a forest  
Habitat restoration is the most difficult and yet, 
most satisfying part of conservation.  From the 
beginnings of a tiny seedling to the final 
canopy, learn the minute details and the work 
required to ensure successful habitat 
restoration.  Then become a stakeholder and 
be part of th e larger habitat restoration squad.  
End the day with a fantastic reward for the 
hard work: spotting nocturnal wildlife along the 
river banks. 
 

 
 
 
 
Day 5   Wildlife Ranger Graduation  
So what did I learn?  As you reminisce over your journey the past few days , discovering the 
rainforest, observing wildlife, cruising the river, conducting environmental parameter tests, 
restoring habitat and interacting with the local community, we bring you back to the realities 
of today, to focus on your personal contribution towards conservation. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Residential Status : 
Residential 
 
Sandakan  ï a traditional longhouse styled wooden structure, this dormitory is set within 

beautiful rainforest surroundings.  Toilets and hot water showers are below 
the dormitories.  

 
Batu Puteh  ï staying within the homes of the local villagers, eating their food their way, 

using traditional toilets and coldwater showers 
 
Sukau  ï local B&B set up and run by the villagers themselves, food will be served by 

various families within the village.  Attached toilets and coldwater showers. 
 
 
Logistical Inclusions : 

- Meet and Greet 
- Breakfast, lunch and dinner as per 

programme 
- Twin-share accommodation in Sukau 
- Home-stay accommodation in Batu Puteh 
- Dormitory accommodation in Sepilok 
- Overland transfers indicated in programme 
- Boat transfers indicated in programme 

 
 
Programme Inclusions :  

- Wild At Heart (WOX) bag & stationery 
- Factsheets and datasheets  
- Personal Impact activity 
- Environmental conservation activities 
- Tools and equipment 
- WOX Facilitator  
- Contribution to conservation  
- Entrance Fee to Rainforest Discovery 

Centre 
- Entrance Fee to Sepilok Orang-utan 

Rehabilitation Centre 
- Cultural night interaction with local 

community 
- Games interaction with local community 

 
This programme can be successfully combined with any one of the Zoo programmes to 
develop a much longer and more comprehensive education programme. 
 
 
Sight -Seeing Options : 
Turtle Island just off the coast of Sandakan; Natural wonders in Sabah such as Maliau Basin, 
Tabin and the Crocker Range; Kota Kinabalu is the state capital of Sabah; Mount Kinabalu is 
the highest mountain in Southeast Asia and many more. 
 
 
 




